
Community Empowerment 
(Scotland) Act 2015 



Where it came from? 

• Manifesto Commitment - To make it easier for 
communities to take over unused and 
underused public sector assets and to 
introduce measures to help communities deal 
more effectively with vacant and unused 
property in their areas. 

• Christie Commission ʹ strengthen the 
community voice in planning and delivering 
services 

 



What does it do? 
• The Act will strengthen the voices of 

communities in the decisions that matter 
to them 

 

• Creates new rights for community bodies 
and places new duties on public 
authorities 



What does it do? 

• Makes it easier for communities to take on public 
sector land and buildings (asset transfer) and private 
land (community right to buy) 

• Places Community Planning Partnerships on a statutory 
footing and imposes duties on them around the 
planning and delivery of local outcomes, and the 
involvement of community bodies at all stages of 
community planning. 

• Tackling inequalities will be a specific focus, and CPPs 
will have to produce “locality plans” at a more local 
level for areas experiencing particular disadvantage. 

 



What does it do? 

• Provides a mechanism for community bodies 
to seek dialogue with public service providers 
on their own terms (participation requests) 

• A new power to require public bodies to 
promote and facilitate the participation of 
members of the public in the decisions of the 
public body, including in the allocation of its 
resources 

 



What does it do? 

• National Outcomes 

• Common Good 

• Allotments 



FAQs 

• When will the Act come into force?  
– Around this time next year. Regulations and Guidance required. 

 
• Will the Government provide extra resources to local 

authorities to implement the Act? 
– General agreement to fund new burdens, COSLA must quantify 

and demonstrate what the costs are 

 
• Does Asset Transfer under the Act have to be at market 

value? 
– No. The Act does not say anything about how much a 



Info and Contact 

• http://www.gov.scot/Topics/People/engage/C
ommEmpowerBill 

 

• Ian Turner, Ext 40790 
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